
Seattle Pacific University
Digital Commons @ SPU

SPU Works

September 25th, 2015

Our Technological Past and Future: From
Predigital to Postdigital Apocalypses
Michael J. Paulus Jr.
Seattle Pacific University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.spu.edu/works

Part of the English Language and Literature Commons, Religious Thought, Theology and
Philosophy of Religion Commons, and the Science and Technology Studies Commons

This is brought to you for free and open access by Digital Commons @ SPU. It has been accepted for inclusion in SPU Works by an authorized
administrator of Digital Commons @ SPU.

Recommended Citation
Paulus, Michael J. Jr., "Our Technological Past and Future: From Predigital to Postdigital Apocalypses" (2015). SPU Works. 43.
https://digitalcommons.spu.edu/works/43

http://digitalcommons.spu.edu/?utm_source=digitalcommons.spu.edu%2Fworks%2F43&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.spu.edu/?utm_source=digitalcommons.spu.edu%2Fworks%2F43&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.spu.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.spu.edu%2Fworks%2F43&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.spu.edu/works?utm_source=digitalcommons.spu.edu%2Fworks%2F43&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.spu.edu/works?utm_source=digitalcommons.spu.edu%2Fworks%2F43&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/455?utm_source=digitalcommons.spu.edu%2Fworks%2F43&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/544?utm_source=digitalcommons.spu.edu%2Fworks%2F43&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/544?utm_source=digitalcommons.spu.edu%2Fworks%2F43&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/435?utm_source=digitalcommons.spu.edu%2Fworks%2F43&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.spu.edu/works/43?utm_source=digitalcommons.spu.edu%2Fworks%2F43&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


 

Our Technological Past and Future:  
From Predigital to Postdigital Apocalypses 

 
Michael J. Paulus, Jr., Seattle Pacific University 

Transhumanism and the Church Conference 
Birmingham, Ala., September 25, 2015 

 



Technology and 
Time 

Ø  “Hard” artifacts 
(hammer, book, 
computer) 

Ø  “Soft” applied 
specialized 
knowledge 
(carpentry, 
publishing, coding) 

 
Ø Our past memories, 

future expectations, 
present experiences 

Artifacts from Pompeii 



Technology as 
Revelation 

Ø  Part of the “Book 
of Nature” or 
natural revelation 

Ø A technological 
metaphor from 
Psalm 19 – the 
words of the skies 
and the words of 
the Law 

Moses Breaking the Tablets of the Law 



The Apocalyptic Imagination 
 
Trinity College  
Library, Dublin  
Ø  circa 18th c. 
Ø  circa 20th c. 
Ø  as the Jedi  

Archives 
 



Ø An archive of memory and knowledge 

Ø A sign and site of anticipation 

Ø An infrastructure for attention and action 

The End of the Library 



Apocalypse ride at Six 
Flags (2013); scenes 
from Oblivion (2013) and 
After the Dark (2013) 

Apocalypses 



The Apocalypse of John, Chapter 10 



The Apocalyptic Dead Sea Scrolls Library 

Settlement and Caves at Khirbet Qumran 



Pages from The Complete World 
of the Dead Sea Scrolls (Thames 
& Hudson, 2002) 

The Apocalyptic Dead Sea Scrolls Library 



The Christian Apocalyptic Library 

Codices Sinaiticus and Amiatinus 



The	
  New	
  Jerusalem	
  

Source:	
  h2ps://www.flickr.com/photos/13964815@N00/4368139405	
  
Tapestry of the Apocalypse 

The New Jerusalem 





The New Atlantis  
(1627): 
 
“The end of our 
foundation is the 
knowledge of 
causes, and secret 
motions of 
things; and the 
enlarging of the 
bounds of human 
empire, to the 
effecting of all 
things possible.” 

The Modern Apocalyptic Imagination 



Cover of 1st 
ed.; panel 
from Classics 
Illustrated 
Time Machine 
(1956) 

Title page of 
1st ed.;  
Folio Society 
ed.  

The Last Man (1826) and The Time Machine (1895) 



1st edition covers and scenes 
from the film Nineteen Eighty 

Four (1984) 

Brave New World (1931) and Nineteen Eighty-Four (1941) 



Player Piano (1952) and A Canticle for Leibowitz (1960) 



Ready Player One (2011) and The Circle (2013) 



Seveneves (2015) 



Beyond Babel 
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