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Our Technological Past and Future:
From Predigital to Postdigital Apocalypses

- Michael J. Paulus, Jr., Seattle Pacific University
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Technology and
Time

» “Hard” artifacts
(hammer, book,
computer)

» “Soft” applied
specialized
knowledge
(carpentry,
publishing, coding)

» Our past memories,
future expectations,
present experiences




Technology as
Revelation

> Part of the “Book
of Nature” or
natural revelation

» A technological
metaphor from

Psalm 19 - the
words of the skies
and the words of
the Law




The Apocalyptic Imagination

Trinity College
Library, Dublin
> circa 18t c.
> circa 20t c.
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Apocalypses

Apocalypse ride at Six
Flags (2013); scenes
from Oblivion (2013) and
After the Dark (2013)



The Apocalypse of John, Chapter 10
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The Apocalyptic Dead Sea Scrolls Library

Settlement and Caves at Khirbet Qumran
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Pages from The Complete World

" of the Dead Sea Scrolls (Thames

& Hudson, 2002)




The Christian Apocalyptic Library
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The New Jerusalem




¢ But with regard to the material world, we can at least go so
far as this—we can perceive that events are brought about not by
insulated interpositions of Divine power, exerted in each particular
case, but by the establishment of general laws.”

W. WrREWELL : Bridgewater Treatise.

“To conclude, therefore, let no man out of a weak conceit of
sobriety, or an ill-applied moderation, think or maintain, that a
man can search too far or be too well studied in the book of God’s
word, or in the hook of God’s works; divinity or philosophy ; but
rather let men endeavour an endless progress or proficience in both.”

Bacow : Advancement of Learning.

Down, Bromley, Kent,
October 1st, 1859.

THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES

BY MEANS OF NATURAL SELECTION,

OR THE

PRESERVATION OF FAVOURED RACES IN THE STRUGGLE
TOR LIFE.

By CHARLES DARWIN, M.A,,

FELLOW OF THE ROYAL, GEOLOGICAL, LINN/EAN, ETC., SOCIETIES ;

AUTHOR OF ¢ JOURNAL OF RESEARCHES DURING H. M. S. BEAGLE'S VOYAGE
ROUND THE WORLD.’

LONDON:
JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET.
1859.

The right of Translation 1s reserved.




The Modern Apocalyptic Imagination

The New Atlantis
(1627):

“The end of our
foundation is the
knowledge of

causes, and secret
motions of
things; and the
enlarging of the
bounds of human
empire, to the
etfecting of all
things possible.”




The Last Man (1826) and The Time Machine (1895)

THE LAST MAN.

THE AUTHOR OF FRANKENSTEIN,

IN THREE VOLUMES.

VOL. L

LONDON:

HENRY COLBURN, NEW BURLINGTON STREET.

1826.

Title page of
Tsted.;

Folio Society
ed.

The Time Machine

H.G.Wells

o
IT LOOKS LIKE A
Sl GREEN PORCELAIN

Cover of 1st
ed.; panel
from Classics
[Ilustrated
Time Machine

(1956)



Brave New World (1931) and Nineteen Eighty-Four (1941)

15t edition covers and scenes P ﬁi__s <
from the film Nineteen Eighty b
Four (1984) | ’*T; \



Player Piano (1952) and A Canticle for Leibowitz (1960)

America in the Coming Age of Electronics
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Ready Player One (2011) and The Circle (2013)
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Seveneves (2015)
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