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T0 BUY BREAD AND WINE FOR THE LAST SUPPER. IN THE VARIOUS
PARABLES WHICH DEAL WITH PROFIT AND WORK, BUSINESS, BANKING,
OR TNVESTMENT ARE NOT CONSIDERED TO BE OF THEMSELVES WRONG,

IN THE PARABLE OF THE RICH FOOL, THE FOOL WAS NOT CRITICIZED
BECAUSE HIS BUSINESS WAS PROFITABLE OR BECAUSE OF HIS DESIRE
TO EXPAND HIS CAPITAL ASSETS., THE PROBLEM WAS HIS OWN EGO

AND HIS OWN SELF-INTEREST. HE WAS TOTALLY UNCONCERNED ABOUT
GOD.

THERE ARE  MANY SPIRITUAL HAZARDS WHICH ARE ATTACHED TO
WEALTH. THE MERE FACT OF HAVING WEALTH MAY PRODUCE A SPIRIT
OF ARROGANCE AND SELF-RELIANCE.  SUCCESS TENDS TO BREED A
PHILOSOPHY OF POSSESSIVENESS, THINGS BECOME MINE. MY MONEY,
MY PROPERTY. MY COMPANY, MY WORK FORCE. MAMMON  OFTEN
ENCOURAGES A SPIRIT OF SELF-INDULGENCE AND PRIDE.  THESE
DANGERS SHOULD NOT BE MINIMIZED IN ANY POSITIVE DISCUSSION ON
PROFIT,  THE ANSWER, HOWEVER, IS NOT FOUND IN A GENERAL
CONDEMNATION OF PROFIT., IT IS INSTEAD FOUND IN THE BIBLICAL
PRINCIPLE OF STEWARDSHIP,

THERE 1S, [ BELIEVE. A BIBLICAL INJUNCTION FOR US TO CREATE
WEALTH, IT IS GOD'S INTENTION THAT WE CULTIVATE AND IMPROVE
THE WORLD AND HARNESS ITS RESOURCES. OUR URGE TO CONTROL.,
DIRECT, AND MANAGE THE RESOURCES OF THIS WORLD IS PART AND
PARCEL OF THE FACT THAT WE HAVE BEEN CREATED IN GOD'S IMAGE.

IT WAS NEVER PART OF GOD'S INTENTION THAT POVERTY SHOULD BE A
NORM OF ECONOMIC LIFE. PROFIT AND GAIN IS AN INTEGRAL PART
OF THE CREATED WORLLD. THERE IS NOTHING INHERENTLY GRUBBY.
DIRTY, OR SECOND RATE ABOUT THE WHOLE BUSINESS OF GETTING AND
SPENDING PROFIT, THIS POSITIVE MANDATE TO CREATE WEALTH IS.
HOWEVER, WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF OUR FIDUCIARY RESPONSIBILITY
TO GOD., THIS WORLD IS GOD’S WORLD, NOT OURS. WE ARE ALL
ACCOUNTABLE AS TRUSTEES AND STEWARDS,
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THOSE  WHO RECOGNIZE THEIR RESPONSIBILITY AS STEWARDS AND
REGARD PROFIT IN ITS PROPER ROLE, AS A MEANS TO FURTHER GOD'S
KINGDOM,  HAVE A BETTER  UNDERSTANDING AND BASIS FOR
INTEGRATING THEIR FAITH AND THEIR WORK. |

THE CHRISTIAN THEN DOES NOT HAVE TO REJECT THE MATERIAL WORLD
AND THE CREATION OF WEALTH IN FAVOR OF SOME HIGHER SPIRITUAL
PRIORITY, BUT HAS THE GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE OTHERS IN
THE PROCESS OF WEALTH CREATION, THIS THEN ALLOWS HIM TO SEEK
(0D AND HIS KINGDOM WITHIN THE MATERIAL WORLD WITH WHICH HE
LIVES,  THE COMMON LINK BETWEEN GOD AND PROFIT IS PEOPLE,
PEOPLE WHO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO GROW AND DEVELOP IN THE
WORK ENVIRONMENT AS PROFIT PROVIDES FOR THEM AN OPPORTUNITY
TO WORK, GROW, AND SERVE, IT IS PEOPLE WHO HELP PRODUCE
WEALTH SO THAT IT CAN BE SHARED AND DISTRIBUTED IN THE
PURCHASE AND DISTRIBUTION OF GOODS AND SERVICES AND IN GIFTS
TO THOSE WHO ARE IN NEED AND CONTRIBUTING TO A COMMUNITY
0BJECTIVE,

THE CHALLENGE FOR US THEN IS NOT TO AVOID OR LIMIT PROFIT TO
THE MARKET PLACE OR TO FIND IT AS AN EVIL. BUT INSTEAD TO USE
[T AS A TRUSTEE IN GOD'S KINGDOM. TO FOLLOW THE SUGGESTION
OF WESLEY IN HIS FAMOUS SERMON ON THE USE OF MONEY: GAIN ALL
YOU CAN, SAVE ALL YOU CAN, GIVE ALL YOU CAN, SO LET US NOT
J UDGE THE LEGITIMACY OF PROFIT BY ITS ABUSE. WHEN WE, AS
STEWARDS, ARE INVOLVED IN TRANSFORMING THE MATERIAL WORLD SO
THAT IT CAN BE OF GREATER USE BY GOD, IT IS BOTH AN ACT OF
WEALTH CREATION AND SERVICE TO OUR LORD,

PROFIT THEN IS A LEGITIMATE MEASUREMENT OF THE VALUE OF OUR
FFEORT, IT IS AN ESSENTIAL SOURCE OF CAPITAL FOR INVESTMENT
AND FUTURE RETURN, IT IS A REQUIREMENT FOR SURVIVAL. ALL OF
THESE ARE PART OF THE WORLD THAT OUR GOD HAS CREATED.
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