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END HE HAD NOTHING. THE OTHER MAN CHOSE TO BE OWNED BY HIS MASTER.

T0 GIVE TO OTHERS.. TO INVEST HIS LIFE IN OTHERS,
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FOR A MONENT AT THE CLASS OF 1956 GRADUATING FROM WHEATON

LOOK NO?/

[
AcADEMY!  SOME ARE SUCCESSFUL IN BUSINESS AND HAVE CHOSEN TO FOLLOW
THEIR LORD. AND OTHERS HAVE BEEN AS SUCCESSFUL IN BUSINESS AND HAVE

CHOSEN FOR THEMSELVES. SOME HAVE A GREAT MARRIAGE AND FAMILY. OTHERS

WITH BROKEN HOMESi SOME HAVE DIED YOUNG. OTHERS HAVE GROWN OLD AT
48, SOME HAVE SERVED GOD'IN THE MISSION FIELD AND IN THE PULPIT. OTHERS
e SarbIgl) J I
HAVEC OR  ARE EXPENDING THEIR LIFE IN EXCESS AND INDULGENCES AND SOME,
YES, EVEN IN CRIMINAL ACTIVIE%E?. THE Fi WAS A DAY WHEN WE WERE ALL
ON THE SAME STARWING LINE, GOMMBNEEMENT 1956. THE DIFFERENCE IS NOT
SO MUCH IN THE EﬁUCATION WE RECEIVED OR DID NOT RECEIVE. THE HONORS
WE GOT OR DID NOTiGET. THE ATHLETIC ABILITIES WE HAD OR DID NOT HAVE,
THE S.A.T, SCORESEOR THE GRADE POINT AVERAGE. THE DIFFERENCE HAS BEEN

|

IN THE CHOICES WE HAVE MADE SINCE THAT DAY,
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THEN YOU ARE SERIOUS ABOUT

NOW IF MY REMARKS HAVE MEANTANYTHING TO YOU,

1
A LIFE OF MAKING CHOICES FOR 6OD. LET ME SUGGEST SOME THINGS THAT YOU
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COULD IMPLEMENT AND EXECUTE RIGHT NOW.

I ASSUME THAT MOST OF YOU HAVE MADE THAT IMPORTANT COMMITMENT AND FIRST
CHOICE FOR GOD. YOU HAVE MADE AN INITIAL DECISION TO ACCEPT HIM AS
YOUR PERSONAL SAVIOUR AND TO PUT YOUR FAITH AND TRUST IN HIM. IF YOU

HAVE NOT DONE THIS, YOU HAVE NOT BEGUN THE PROCESS. A DECISION IS NEEDED

NOW.

NOW IF YOU HAVE MADE THAT DECISION, THAT POINT OF COMMITMENT, AND YOU
ARE SAYING TO YOURSELF, “COMMENCEMENT, WHAT NEXT?”, 1 ENCOURAGE YOU
TO TAKE THE FOLLOWING STEPS. FIRST OF ALL WHEN YOU GO HOME TONIGHT,
PRAY AND COMMUNICATE WITH GOD. TALK WITH HIM, SHARE WITH HIM ABOUT
YOUR JOYS AND CONCERNS WITH RESPECT TO THE FUTURE, ABOUT THOSE THINGS
THAT YOU HAVE FAILED IN AND NEED HIS HELP. JUST HAVE A TALK WITH GOD
AND ASK HIM FOR HIS HELP. TOMORROW MAKE SURE THAT YOU TAKE THE TIME
AND HAVE A TALK WITH YOUR PARENTS WHO HAVE LOVED AND NURTURED AND IN
SOME CASES SACRIFICED FOR YOU. THANK THEM FOR WHAT THEY HAVE DONE.
AND THEN HAVE A TALK WITH AT LEAST ONE OF YOUR TEACHERS. YOU KNOW YOUR

TEACHERS ARE NOT HERE BECAUSE THIS IS THE HIGHEST PAYING JOB IN THE
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WORLD OR BECAUSE WHEATON CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL IS KNOWN FOR ITS PEACE

AND TRANQUILITY. THEY ARE HERE BECAUSE THEY LOVE YOU. IT MAY BE HARD

FOR YOU TO UNDERSTAND THAT SOMETIMES, BUT THEY DO LOVE YOU. AND THEY
HAVE MADE A COMMITMENT OF THEIR LIFE, A LIFE OF SERVICE. THEY NEED

YOUR ENCOURAGEMENT.

YOU SEE, THESE ARE SOME OF THE WAYS THAT WE PRESENT AND SUBMIT OURSELVES,
ALL OF OURSELVES, TO GOD. YOU HAVE A LIFE TO SPEND AND WASTE OR TO
INVEST AND REAP. “A MAN IS NO FOOL WHO GIVES WHAT HE CANNOT REA

GAIN WHAT HE CANNOT éﬁﬂ(Rﬁ; THESE ARE THE WORDS OF JIM ELLIOT, THE

MARTYRED MISSIONARY, AS HE TALKED ABOUT HIS SERVICE TO HIS LORD AND
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COMMENCEMENT - WHAT NEXT? THE CHOICE IS UP TO YOU. ﬁ/



